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Mobile Phones & Other Electronic Devices
Off and Away Policy

Purpose Statement & Rationale

Shire Gymnastics holds a professional responsibility to safeguard the children in our care and to uphold
important legal and social standards on the photography, filming and use of social media by young people
regardless of their age.

As all the above concerns relate to mobile phone and electronic device use, Shire Gymnastics has an ‘Off
and Away’ policy.

This policy is designed to support our athletes and coaches in maximising training benefits and minimising
risk to all Shire Gymnastics Members. Adherence to the policy aligns with Child Safe Standards, Shire
Gymnastics’ Code of Behaviour and our mission to co-create a nurturing community.

For Gymnasts

e No use during training or breaks: Gymnasts should keep mobile phones and electronic devices ‘off and
away’ during training and breaks, regardless of the gymnasts age or location within the gym (including
reception, stairs and outdoor area).

e Emergency use & parent contact: For emergencies or if there is a need to contact a parent or guardian,
inform a coach or staff member.

For Coaches & Staff Members

e No use during work hours: Coaches & Staff members should keep mobile phones and electronic
devices ‘off and away’ when supervising children and young people. This includes when supervising
children on break and if there are children and young people around while a coach or staff member is on
a work break (including reception, stairs and outdoor area).

o Focus on athletes: The coaches & staff members’ primary focus should be on gymnasts; the mobile
phone and electronic device ‘off and away’ policy is to ensure their safety.

e Emergency use & parent contact: For emergencies where there is a need to contact a parent or
guardian, inform administration or management. If administration or management are unavailable, a
coach can contact the parent directly on the office phone or via the communication channels set up as
part of coach to parent contact.

Policy for Parents and Spectators

e No use while in the gym: Mobile phones and electronic devices should be ‘off and away’ while in the
gym where there are children and young people around, regardless of their age. (including reception and
stairs).
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Emergency use & parent contact: For emergencies where there is a need to contact your child, please
phone the gym on 9545 5500 or email info@shiregymnastics.com.au. If unable to get through, a parent
can contact management on 0401 478 083.

Management & Breach of Policy

All communication will be managed through the office. Shire gymnastics Management will handle
individual requests from parents and/or carers for any exemptions to the policy.

A mobile phone or electronic device being used inappropriately will result in the phone or device being
placed in the labelled box (in the office). The phone or device will be returned when leaving the premises.
A breach of policy will result in disciplinary action as per the Shire Gymnastics behaviour management
policy.
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